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¢y Introduction: Why Most People Get Viral Marketing
Wrong

Let’s get one thing straight: most people fail at viral marketing—not because it’s too hard, but
because they don'’t actually understand what it is.

They hear the term and immediately imagine explosive results overnight... millions of views,
instant fame, and passive income. But when they try to make it work, they crash. Not because
the concept is broken—because the strategy is.

Here’s the truth: viral marketing isn’t about luck, being a genius, or inventing the next big thing.

It's about tapping into existing momentum, entering the right networks of interest, and
placing content in front of people who are already primed to engage. These people are already
talking, sharing, and interacting. Your job? Insert value into those streams—strategically.

Most people ignore this. They think they need to create something wildly original. In reality, the
smartest viral marketers reuse, reshare, and redirect content that’s already proven itself.

Instead of guessing what might work, they identify what already does—then insert themselves
into the flow.

In this guide, you'll learn how to:

e Identify content with built-in viral energy

Place that content in front of high-converting audiences

Leverage social media systems built to reward visibility

Use viral loops to grow your email list and generate leads

Build a system that fuels itself over time

If you're ready to stop wasting time creating content that never spreads—and start using
smarter viral strategies that actually drive clicks, subscribers, and sales—this guide is for you.



%/ Core Concept: Viral Marketing Is About Networks, Not
Noise

At its core, viral marketing is not about going viral in the general sense—it’s about being seen,
shared, and acted on by the right group of people. The biggest mistake marketers make is
trying to appeal to everyone, thinking a huge audience equals huge success.

But here’s the truth: Viral reach without relevance is just noise.

The content that spreads isn’t always the most polished, clever, or original. It’s the content that
hits the right emotional note within a specific network. It resonates, not because it's
universally appealing, but because it speaks directly to the interests, values, or frustrations of a
particular group.

These groups are often:

e Members of a niche Facebook group

Followers of an influencer in a specific market

Subscribers of a trend-based newsletter

Participants in a subreddit or online forum

Fans of a particular TikTok or YouTube creator

When you understand how these networks operate, you stop trying to shout into the void.
Instead, you step into existing conversations with content that blends in while standing out.

@ The Network Effect In Action

Let’s say you’re promoting a pet grooming service. Trying to reach “pet lovers” on the internet is
far too broad. But if you find a thriving Facebook group dedicated to “Doodle Dog Owners” who
obsess over grooming techniques, you've just tapped into a highly focused, emotionally
invested audience.

If you post a short, funny video about a Doodle’s first grooming day—paired with a clever call to
action or resource—you’re not just creating content. You’re embedding it in the right place,
where people are already primed to like, comment, and most importantly... share.

That'’s the viral gateway.

The shares aren’t random. They’re intentional. People in that group share content with others
who are also likely to care about it. That’s how network-based content spreads with purpose.



= Viral Content Lives in Clusters

You don’t need a million people. You need a few thousand people with shared interests,
connected to others with the same shared interests. These are your viral clusters.

The goal isn’t reach for reach’s sake—it’s strategic placement within interest-driven
ecosystems where the content does the heavy lifting.

When your post hits just right in one of these clusters:

e |t spreads from one person to another organically
e It's seen as value, not spam
e |t creates micro-moments of trust and curiosity

e And it pulls people toward your brand without resistance

©,, How to Find Viral Content in Your Niche (Without
Guessing)

You don’t have to reinvent the wheel to win with viral marketing. In fact, you shouldn’t. There’s
already an endless stream of content that’s proven itself—gathering thousands of views, shares,
likes, and comments. Your job is to spot it early, evaluate its relevance, and repackage or
reposition it for your audience.

This is where viral marketing shifts from random posting to intentional strategy.
-~ Start With the Right Keywords
Begin by identifying core keywords in your niche—topics your audience cares about deeply. If

you're in fitness, that could be “intermittent fasting,” “home workouts,” or “meal prep hacks.” If
you're in online business, it might be “side hustle ideas” or “Al tools for solopreneurs.”



Use tools like:

e Google Keyword Planner — for keyword volume & variations
e Ubersuggest — for keyword trends and content ideas

e AnswerThePublic — to see actual questions people are asking

Once you have a solid keyword list, you're ready to hunt for content.

i Viral Content Discovery Tools

Now it’s time to plug those keywords into content discovery platforms that surface what’s
already getting traction. Here are your go-to tools:

/2 BuzzSumo
Enter your keyword and instantly see:

e The most shared articles, videos, and posts
e Which platforms (Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest) it's trending on

e The engagement score and backlinks

BuzzSumo is like having viral radar—it saves you hours of guesswork.
YouTube Search + Filters
e Type in your niche keyword

e Filter by “This Week” or “This Month”

e Sort by “View Count” to see what’s trending now

Pro tip: Pay close attention to the thumbnails and titles. These are often as important as the
content itself when it comes to virality.

H Twitter/X Search



Use hashtags or keywords relevant to your niche. Look for:

e Posts with high retweet and like ratios
e Content with passionate replies or heated discussion

e Who is posting (influencers, brands, fans)

Twitter’s algorithm often rewards momentum. If you spot it early, you can share it with your twist
before it peaks.

s Reddit + Subreddits

Reddit is a goldmine for finding highly specific, interest-driven viral content.

e Find subreddits related to your topic
e Sort by “Top” posts in the past 24 hours or week

e See what people are upvoting, debating, or laughing at

Reddit comments are also a great place to uncover why content is resonating.

@ TikTok & Instagram Explore

e Use the search bar to explore trends tied to your niche
e Study viral video formats, angles, and emotional hooks

e Check what sounds or hashtags are trending

You don’t need to mimic the exact style—just borrow the structure or theme and apply it to
your own message.



@ Ask These Questions Before Using It

Not every viral post is worth your time. Before resharing or repurposing content, ask:
e Is it relevant to my audience's goals or problems?
e Does it match the tone of my brand?
e Canl add a unique perspective, comment, or CTA?

e Is there a way to guide this engagement back to my funnel or list?

If the answer is yes, you've got a piece worth amplifying.

4’ How to Ethically Leverage Viral Content to Drive
Traffic and Leads

Using someone else’s content may sound shady at first—but when done right, it's smart,
strategic, and completely ethical. In fact, most creators and platforms want their content to be
shared—as long as it adds value and gives credit.

Think of it like this: you're not stealing attention. You're channeling momentum—and sending it
toward your brand, offer, or email list.

Here’s how to do it the right way:

"4 Step 1: Curate—Don’t Copy

Curation means selecting relevant content and adding context, value, or a fresh angle. You're
not pretending it's yours. You're positioning it for your audience.

Your curated post should include:

e A new title or headline tailored to your niche
e A brief insight or opinion ("This tip changed the way I...")
e A call-to-action (“Grab my free guide for more like this”)

e Proper credit to the original creator (CTTO = Credit To The Owner)



.+ Pro Tip: When in doubt, link directly to the source and tag the creator. This
builds goodwill and reduces risk.

\)) Step 2: Pair It With a Conversion Path

Viral content is a magnet—but it only pays off when it leads somewhere. Every piece you post
should be tied to an outcome.

That could be:
e A lead magnet opt-in page
e A blog post with affiliate links
e A product page or sales funnel
e Your YouTube channel or newsletter signup

Don't just post to post. Post to pull. Create viral loops that always bring viewers closer to
your ecosystem.

Example:

Viral video of a dog high-fiving — Caption: “Want to train your pup to do this? Here’s
the free cheat sheet | used” — Link to your opt-in page.

X Tools That Make This Easy

Here are a few tools to help you ethically curate and amplify viral content:

e Sniply — Add your CTA to any link you share. Share viral news articles and still drive
traffic to your offer.

e Rebrandly — Shorten and brand links for better tracking and credibility.

e Hootsuite or Buffer — Schedule curated content across platforms with personalized
commentary.

e Canva - Repackage viral quotes or insights into branded shareable graphics.



€ How to Add Value Without Creating Original Content

You don’t need to reinvent content. You just need to reframe it for your audience.
Here’s how:

e Add a niche-specific takeaway (“Why this matters if you’re a freelancer”)
e Turn a viral quote into a tip, checklist, or headline
e Embed viral videos into your blog posts or landing pages

e Use trending memes or TikToks as hooks for your content

The more you relate the content back to your niche, the more people trust your voice—and the
more likely they are to click, follow, or subscribe.

@ How to Build a Viral Funnel That Captures Clicks and
Converts
Viral marketing without a plan is like turning on a firehose without pointing it anywhere. You

might get attention—but you won'’t get leads, clicks, or sales unless that attention flows into a
system.

This is where your viral funnel comes in.
A viral funnel is a simple, repeatable system that:

1. Captures attention
2. Offers value
3. Collects leads

4. Converts those leads into action (purchases, clicks, referrals, etc.)

Let’s break it down step by step.



© Step 1: Start With Viral-Ready Content

You've already learned how to find or curate content that people want to share. This is your
hook—the emotional, relatable, or entertaining piece that gets people to stop scrolling and pay
attention.

What it can be:

e A viral TikTok or Reels video (reshared with credit + caption)
e A high-performing tweet reframed with your spin
e A funny meme, quote, or shocking stat in a Canva graphic

e A trending article with a headline that connects to your niche

The goal here isn’t to pitch. The goal is to spark curiosity and connection.

», Step 2: Guide Them to a Lead Magnet

Now that you have their attention, offer something they’ll want next. This is where your lead
magnet lives—a freebie that solves a tiny, urgent problem related to the viral content.

Examples:

e Viral fitness post — “Grab my 7-day no-equipment home workout plan”
e Trending productivity quote — “Download my Al-powered task planner template”

e Popular parenting meme — “Get 5 lunchbox hacks every busy parent needs”

Place this link:

e In the caption (for posts)
e In your profile bio
e In a Sniply overlay if you're sharing external links

e As a pinned tweet or featured comment

@ Pro Tip: Keep the transition smooth. The viral content should feel like a natural
lead-in to your free offer.



as Step 3: Capture the Email (This Is the Real Asset)

Once they land on your opt-in page, keep it simple. A clear headline, a short benefit-driven
description, and one action button.

Why this step matters:

e Social media reach comes and goes. Email lets you follow up directly.
e You can promote new content, affiliate links, or products consistently.

e Building your list turns viral traffic into your traffic.

¢ Step 4: Follow Up With a Conversion Engine
Now that you’ve captured the lead, your job is to nurture and convert.

This could include:

¢ An automated welcome sequence that delivers the freebie + builds trust
e Links to blog posts, tools, or offers they’d love
e A soft pitch for your product, service, or affiliate recommendation

e A viral-style follow-up email with another piece of sharable content

Each email keeps them engaged and moves them closer to action.

Step 5: Repeat and Stack Results

The beauty of this strategy is that it compounds. Every piece of viral content you curate or
create can lead back to the same funnel—or feed into new ones.

Over time, you’ll build:

e Alist of loyal subscribers
e Evergreen traffic loops

e An engaged audience that shares your content for you

And it all starts with one smart viral post that leads to the right place.



) How to Share Viral Content Ethically (Without Getting
Into Trouble)

Sharing content online seems easy—until it isn’t. Just because something is viral doesn’t mean
it's free for the taking. That said, you can absolutely use viral content—as long as you follow
a few key practices that protect your brand, reputation, and business.

Let’s go over how to share ethically, stay compliant, and still leverage content that works.

% Always Credit the Original Creator (CTTO)

CTTO stands for Credit To The Owner, and it’s your first line of defense when curating
third-party content.

Whenever you share a quote, video, image, or clip that isn’t yours:

e Mention the original creator

e Tag them (if on social media)

e Link to their profile, channel, or website if possible
This doesn’t just protect you—it builds goodwill with creators and opens the door for future
collaborations.

74 Example: “CTTO: @OriginalCreator — this video had me rolling &3”



¢-> Add Your Own Commentary or Insight
Under U.S. and Canadian copyright law (and most fair use doctrines), adding original

commentary is one of the best ways to protect yourself. This transforms the share into a new
piece of content that adds value or sparks discussion.

How to do it:
e Share the post and explain why it matters to your niche

e Add a tip or insight that reframes the content

e Use it as a lead-in to your CTA or offer

Think of it as curating with purpose, not just reposting.

% Use Only Portions (Not the Whole Thing)

You're safer when you use snippets, screenshots, or short clips—not the full video, article, or
image set.

If you're sharing:
e A YouTube video — embed or link, don’t download the full file

e An infographic — share a preview and link to the source

e A quote or tweet — pair it with your thoughts, don’t screenshot a whole thread

The goal: point traffic back to the source while adding your own value.

I Understand the “Fair Use” Principles
Fair use isn’'t a free pass—but it can protect you when content is:

e Used for commentary, critique, or education
e Not monetized directly
e Properly attributed

e Used in small amounts, with a transformative purpose



When in doubt, add commentary, use small portions, and link back.
- Avoid These Risky Practices
e X Downloading and reposting someone else’s full video or article without permission
e >{ Removing watermarks or altering creator credit
e X Implying the content is your original creation

e X Ignoring takedown notices or copyright claims

Always err on the side of caution. If a creator asks you to remove their content, do it
immediately.

. Bonus Tip: Use Tools That Support Ethical Curation
e Sniply — lets you add your CTA to the original content you’re sharing
e Repost (for Instagram) — includes automatic credit to original posters
e Embedly — helps embed third-party content cleanly on your blog or site

e Canva — great for transforming viral ideas into your own branded visuals

By following these guidelines, you can confidently curate and share viral content without
risking your business. You'll build credibility, respect creators, and still benefit from the power
of content that spreads.

=] How to Scale Viral Marketing With Automation and
Repurposing

Creating one viral post is exciting—but building a system that spreads your message
consistently is where long-term success lives. You don’t need to create more. You need to get
more from what already works.

Let’s talk about how to do just that.



© Think in Systems, Not One-Offs
Viral marketing works best when it's repeatable. That means every viral-ready post should:
1. Grab attention
2. Link to something valuable
3. Lead to a conversion point
4. Be re-used or re-shared in multiple formats

By turning each viral asset into part of a system, you stop chasing reach and start
compounding results.

X Tools That Save Time and Multiply Exposure
Here are some of the best tools for automating and scaling your viral strategy:

e Hootsuite / Buffer / Metricool — Auto-schedule your viral content across platforms

e CapCut/ Canva/InShot — Turn quotes, tweets, or videos into engaging Reels, Stories,
and Shorts

e Repurpose.io — Automatically turn podcasts or videos into content for TikTok, IG,
Facebook, etc.

e Zapier / Make — Connect apps so that when content performs well, it's pushed to your
email list, blog, or Twitter

=3 Repurpose One Post Into Many

You don’t need dozens of viral ideas. Just one good piece of content can be split, stretched, and
reshaped into multiple assets.



Here’s how to repurpose a single viral post:

e Turn a short video into a blog post or tip carousel
e Take a funny tweet and expand it into a newsletter intro
e Pull a quote and turn it into a branded Canva image

e Reframe the topic into a short story, a myth-busting post, or a how-to tip

The key is this: keep the emotional hook, change the format.

Build Evergreen Content Loops
Viral content may peak quickly—but you can extend its life through looping.
Create a content loop like this:

1. Share viral content — Capture leads — Email follow-up includes a related post
2. That email links to your blog — Blog has CTAs to your lead magnet

3. Subscribers are re-engaged weekly — Each email shares another curated post

This turns a one-time share into a cycle of discovery and re-engagement.

@ Bonus: Use tools like ConvertKit or MailerLite to build autoresponder loops
that recycle your best-performing content every 30—60 days.

Use a Viral Content Calendar
To stay consistent:

e Block time weekly to find or create 2—3 viral-ready pieces
e Schedule 1-2 for each major platform (TikTok, Facebook, X, YouTube Shorts)
e Track performance: views, shares, opt-ins, link clicks

e Reshare your top performers every 30—60 days

Keep a library of viral content templates, CTAs, and swipe-worthy formats so you're never
starting from scratch.



Scaling isn’t about working harder. It's about working smarter—and letting automation, tools,
and structure do the heavy lifting.

#% Final Thoughts: Go Viral With Purpose, Not
Guesswork

Viral marketing isn’t about chasing likes or hoping your content magically takes off.

It's about using proven strategies, leveraging existing momentum, and building intentional
systems that turn attention into real business growth. You don’t need to be everywhere. You
just need to show up where it matters—with content that connects and converts.

Let’s recap what you’ve now got in your toolbox:

J You understand that viral content thrives in networks, not noise

4 You know how to spot content that’s already working—and reframe it for your niche

4 You've learned how to build a viral funnel that pulls attention into your list, funnel, or offer
(4 You can legally and ethically share third-party content with confidence

4 You're equipped to automate, repurpose, and scale your system for long-term success

You don’t need to create something revolutionary. You just need to be strategic, consistent,
and connected to the interests of your audience. When you show up with value—especially

using content that’s already proven to engage—you make it easier for people to discover you,
trust you, and take action.

Start small. Pick one piece of viral content today and build around it:

e Add your voice
e Link it to your funnel

e Track what happens

Then repeat it. Improve it. Scale it.

The more you practice this process, the more powerful your content becomes—and the less
time you’ll waste creating things that don’t work.

Your audience is out there. They’re already watching, scrolling, clicking, and sharing.
It's time to meet them where they are—and give them something worth spreading.

Thank you for reading Viral Marketing Reloaded. For more marketing strategies, tools,
and training, visit Karen Dahlin Marketing. +’



https://karendahlinmarketing.com
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